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Notes from the Road 
     Forty years ago, I graduated from bible college. I knew I wasn’t a conserva-
tive Christian anymore, but I didn’t know what I was. My classmates were 

starting positions as youth ministers. I went back to my parent’s home and my room that 
had been a garage. The next week I got a hardhat and a job as a carpenter’s assistant. 
     The next Sunday after that—forty years ago today—my home congregation ordained 
me to the Christian ministry. 
     I was too young. But that was what we who had a call did then in the Independent 
Christian Churches: go to a Christian college, graduate, get ordained. Thank God years 
passed before I really had souls in my care. Still … I was a minister. 
     Still am. Many colleagues and friends have burned out. Some blew up, doing a lot of 
collateral damage with their shrapnel. I’m still here. Still a bit like little Samuel, wonder-
ing at that Voice. Still a bit like Isaiah sometimes, awed and exalting, raising a hand and 
saying, “Here I am, send me!” Still a little bit like Elijah, worn down to dust, unimpressed 
by wind, quake, and fire, straining to hear the still, small voice. Still a little like Martha, 
irritable at my siblings’ preoccupations; still a little like Mary, enthralled by the better 
part. Still challenged and comforted by the teachings of Jesus. 
     It’s by grace and a lot of good people I’m still here. 
     If forty years ago, I’d been shown where and with whom I would be today … I hope I 
would have said, “It is well. Let it be.” It is well. I thank God for you, Abbey Roadies. And I 
thank you. 
     What I’m listening to: “Hemiplegia” by Haerts ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=H4Ppk6B_KG0 ), for the wisdom of the lines, “No, you can’t look up with your eyes 
down; no, you can’t move up with your eyes down.” Holy Sophia, the eyes of our eyes, 
raise them up! 

 —Doug 

Ration Challenge 
White rice: 4lb 4oz. Plain flour: 14oz. Dried lentils: 6 oz. Dried chickpeas: 3 oz. Canned 
kidney beans: 15 oz. Canned sardines: 3.75 oz. Vegetable oil: 12 oz. That’s equivalent to a 
week’s worth of the food rations Syrian refugees in camp in Jordan receive. That’s what 
Jamie Koehler, Edie Bird, and Doug Job will eat for a week, starting next Sunday—along 
with thousands around the world who’ve accepted the Ration Challenge. Sponsored in 
the US by our old friends Church World Service, the Challenge raises sup-
port for refugees, educates us about their challenges, and celebrates 
their resilience. You may participate by learning more at rationchal-
lengeusa.org and encourage Jamie and Doug by donating at 
my.rationchallengeusa.org/jamiekoehler and my.rationchallengeusa.org/
dougjob. Even modest gifts add up to help them earn rewards like adding 
salt and a vegetable and protein serving to their rations. Thanks, ARCC 
members and friends, for putting your money where refugee mouths are! 

Refugee Dinner Buffet 
Come by the Green Room anytime from 5:30-7:30 pm on Wednesday, June 19 to sample 
a buffet of recipes that resourceful Syrian refugees have learned to make with the food 
rations they receive. Try congee, a porridge made with white rice; rice & beans; crepes; 
falafel; fasoulia (spiced kidney beans); kidney bean dip; flatbread; fried rice with sardines; 
hummus; lentil soup; and rice milk bread. This was featured in The Scout’s June 5 issue, 
so we’re hoping for some Cape-Jackson company! If you’d like to help Doug try to pull 
this off, please e-mail him at revjob@gmail.com or call or text 706-248-0194, thanks! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4Ppk6B_KG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4Ppk6B_KG0
https://www.rationchallengeusa.org/
https://www.rationchallengeusa.org/
https://my.rationchallengeusa.org/jamiekoehler
https://my.rationchallengeusa.org/dougjob
https://my.rationchallengeusa.org/dougjob
http://thescout.io/
mailto:revjob@gmail.com


     

   The family of Connie Gibson 

wish to thank you for your years 

of prayers, visits, cards, and love. 

  Sincerely,  

   Carolyn Taylor  

It’s meteorological summer, but next Sunday the Green 
Room class will visit Christmas with Kate Bowler as she 
reflects on her experience fighting cancer that was diag-
nosed as terminal. We’ll read and discuss chapter 6 of Eve-
rything Happens for a Reason and Other Lies I’ve Loved … 
and probably reflect on our own griefs that wake during 
the holidays. All are welcome in the Green Room at 10:45 
am. Tissues provided. 

T hank you to the New Life 

Singers (Peggy Bentlage, Leon 
Book, Norm Brooks, Brian & Roanne Dean, 
David Giles, Steve Jor-
dan, Marge Main, Leslee 
Pollina, & Terry Wright) 
for their faithfulness in 
providing beautiful & 
meaningful music for our 
worship services!  ARCC 
truly appreciates the tal-
ents you share with us & the time you give 
each week !   

Meals at the People’s Shelter 

It was decided by the vast majority present at the town hall meeting to support our outreach of helping with 
meals and sack lunches for the People's Shelter.  The People's Shelter is a warming center located at St James AME 
church.  A warming center is allowed to be open overnight when the temperature goes below 35 degrees for 2 days 
consecutively. That allows unsheltered people a warm and safe place to stay overnight, and meals are served.  In May 
of this year the People's Shelter began opening for a couple of hours Tuesday and Saturday evenings to provide meals 
for those who otherwise would have nothing to eat.  They have provided a couple of community lunchboxes as well, 
one at St James and one at Eden Spa, and those are kept stocked with sack lunches and bottled water and snacks for 
those who need them. Volunteers sign up to provide the meals for the dinners and to provide the sack lunches for the 
community lunchboxes.  

This past Saturday night a few of us from ARCC prepared and served a meal at the shelter.  We fed between 
25 and 30 people, and we brought bread and peanut butter and jelly for sandwiches as well as snacks to make up sack 
lunches for people to take with them. (The sack lunches go fast from the community lunchboxes so this let people 
have one more meal without having to hope to get to the lunchbox in time.)  People were thrilled with the meal we 
provided. A couple of people said that they felt like they were in heaven, and one especially felt that way about 
Leslee's pimento cheese deviled eggs! People were hungry and they ate heartily. We had the privilege of providing a 
meal, something that we take for granted every day.  Not everyone can take that for granted though. After I had 
asked one young girl, maybe 5 years old, if she wanted a peanut butter and jelly sandwich to take with her, she said 
yes please. Then she came back to me and very shyly asked if her baby brother could have at least half of a sandwich. 
Trying to blink away a tear, I told her that of course he can have a sandwich, a whole sandwich. There is a lot of hunger 
and homelessness in Cape Girardeau, and the community is coming together to help.  It takes all of us. We are all part 
of the Kingdom of God. We are all connected by Spirit, that same Spirit that we honored and celebrated on this Pen-
tecost Sunday.  

I will be signing up for dates to provide meals and to fill the lunchboxes.  I will post a sign-up sheet for anyone 
interested in helping.  If you would like more information, please feel free to reach out to me.  

-Karen Piker  

June 9 & 16 



Summer Solstice Celebration  

& Labyrinth Walk  

Friday, June 21 ~ 5:30pm 

The Summer Solstice marks the be-
ginning of summer, a time to cele-
brate light--the blazing, life-sustaining gift of our sun-
star, and the longest day of the year in our hemi-
sphere.  Come celebrate and walk the labyrinth in 
thankfulness!   

June 9 Town Hall Meeting Notes 

    Board Chair Steve Piker addressed two questions presented to him prior to the meeting. 

“Could the Town Hall meetings be held immediately following church? Sunday School cancelled and no meal 
served?”    Pros and cons cited will be discussed at the next Board meeting. 

“Why does the Chancel Choir not sing more frequently during services?”     The choir was suspended due to low 
number of members.  If interest develops, choir will be reinstated. 

    Karen Piker, Search Committee chair, reported that Leslee Pollina was added to the Search Committee.  Their next 
meeting will be on Friday, June 14. 

    Karen Piker, Outreach Coordinator, reported that the Festival of Sharing project would be assembling emergency 
buckets for victims of disasters (tornados, etc.).  Items will be collected from now until October (Festival of Sharing 
time). More information will follow.  She also stated that several members of the congregation helped serve a meal at 
the People’s Shelter the previous evening. The procedure for providing this meal was explained and several people 
expressed an interest in providing support to this project in the future.  Karen shared that the People’s Shelter also 
provides community lunch boxes (sack lunches consisting of non-perishable foods) in two locations now. Due to the 
high interest level, it was suggested that donation boxes for non-perishables and cash donations be accessible. 

    Board Chair Steve Piker noted that volunteers were needed to coordinate the following due to the recent move of 
Troy and Wilma Dooley: 

Placement of flags at the church on patriotic holidays 
Computer lab outreach program 

    Rev. Job gave an update on the floor repair. A perforated drain pipe was added to assist in eliminating moisture 
from the floor.  This week a check for moisture leakage will be made. If there is no leakage, the tile will be replaced. 

    The Chair then opened the floor for questions/comments/concerns.  The following items were discussed: 

Changing of the time of worship service to 10:30 (Sunday School 9:00) 
Clarification of timeline for Search Committee—Profile will be updated and sent to Regional Minister Penny 

Ross-Corona by early next week.   
Liked current set-up of chairs with fewer chairs, no center aisle. 
Ushers should place offering plates on table rather than those serving at the table taking the offering plates 

from the ushers. 
At the end of the service, relight the wick of the candlelighter, then extinguish the candles and carry the light 

out. 

    Meeting was adjourned by the Board Chair. 

Monday, July 1 

1:00-5:00pm 

ARCC 



ABBEY R OAD CHRISTI AN CHURCH 

(DISCIPLE S OF CHRIS T)  

2411 Abbey Road 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
  

Rev. Douglas Job, Transitional Minister        David Dickey, Associate Minister 

706-248-0194       revjob@gmail.com            573-450-1013  dldhistorian@gmail.com 

Wednesday, June 12  6:30pm  
TONIGHT IS MOVIE NIGHT!  CITY OF ANGELS  

 

Thursday, June 13 
 8:00am Women’s Breakfast Group at Port Cape 
 

Friday, June 14 
 6:00pm Search Committee at Codefi 
    

Sunday, June 16 
 9:30am Worship 
 9:30am Abbey Rd. Adventures for children, K-6th grade 
10:30am Fellowship 
10:45am Sunday School  
  

Tuesday, June 17 
 8:00am Golden Boys at My Daddy’s Cheesecake 
  

Wednesday, June 19 
 9:30am Bible Study 
 5:30-7:30pm Refugee Dinner Buffet, Green Room 
 6:00pm New Life Singers practice 
 

Thursday, June 20  World Refugee Day 
 

Friday, June 21 
10:00am ARCL: Genealogy 
 5:30pm Summer Solstice Celebration & Labyrinth Walk 
 

 Golden Boys will meet at 8:00 on Tuesday at My 

Daddy’s Cheesecake. Please join us for breakfast and 
conversation. 

 A donation to the Food Bank was made by Barbara & 

Dennis Underwood in memory of their son, Mark, on his 
birthday. 

 Crain Funeral Home has posted an obituary for Connie 

Gibson; you may read it at  https://bit.ly/2KO7mWe  

(CTRL +click to follow link) 

Phone: 573-335-3422 

Fax: 573-335-6996 

E-mail: capearcc@gmail.com 

www.abbeyroadchristianchurch.com 

FACEBOOK.COM/ARCCDOC/ 

John & Deborah Browne, Del Brunton, Kenny 

Werner, Luther Hunt, Mary Ann Heinsman, Maxie 

McKenzie & family, Mark Faith, Bill Cox, Gerry 

Thomason, Ada “Dottie” Cruce, Joe Robb Blattner, 

Debbie McCormick, Susan Spooler, Carol Gleason, 

Brian Lierer, Liz Meyer, Debbie Bradley, Thelma 

Nelson, Dawn Knoderer, Conner Propst, Kathleen Job, Kim Farrar 

Frank, George Amick, Ruth Hopkins, Iris Likens, Pat Murray & 

Wally Allstun, Beverly King, Adrian & Naida Wills, Nita Brackin, 

Winona Crampton, Gail Mahan, relatives & friends serving in the 

military, all who are hurting, lonely, and afraid.  

Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please 

inform the church office or fill out a form found at the 

back of the sanctuary. 

Worship Notes  

 Attendance:  

1st time guests: 48  Regular friends: 5 

Offering: $3245 
  

June 16   David Dickey 

Ordinary Time 

Matthew 28:19-20 

  

2019 Board of Elders Officers  

  

Chair: Steven Piker 

Chair-Elect: Jim Main 

Past Chair: David Giles 

Finance Chair: Deborah Balsano 

Board Secretary: Judy McLain 

Trustee Chair: Glenda Zink 

Elder-At-Large: Judy Cureton 

Serving on Sunday, June 16 

      At the Table:  Jim Main (c), Martin Needels (o)                                              
      Distribution: Lavetta Bratton, Anne McDonough                                             
      Communion Prep: Marge Janssen 

      Scripture Reader: Glenda Zink 
      Greeters: David Dickey, Felicia Fox 
      Ushers: Kilja Israel, Karen Piker 
      Abbey Road Adventures: Peggy Bentlage   
      Worship Capt.: Melanie Sherinski 
      Soundboard:  Breedon/Dean 

Oh say can you see . . . any 

way you can help with setting up 
our flag display on patriotic holi-
days?  Troy Dooley faithfully at-
tended to the task for many 
years, but now that he is living in 
Washington, we need folks to step up & fill that vacancy.  
Please let the office know if you will help. 

TO  

SIGN UP 

TO 

SERVE 

IN 

JULY! 

https://bit.ly/2KO7mWe

